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less uncommon ; I repeat, this gentleman would
certainly merit such a mark of favour, though it
had been on his own business solely that he had
made a journey into Courland. But the truth is
I send him thither, because I am strongly invited
by circumstances, and am convinced of two things*
First, that were it only perfectly to understand
this part of the politics of Russia, it is of import-
ance to us at once to know at what to estimate
the worth and destiny, as well as the changes of
which this country is susceptible; which, indepen-
dent of all interior circumstances, stands by
situation the sentinel of Poland and of the Baltic,
now that Sweden, our arm of the north, is so
seriously menaced. My second conviction is that
Baron Nold6 is the properest of men faithfully to
send us this information. Wherefore not afford
him aid ? Wherefore not preserve such persons ?

You must have seen, but perhaps you have
not remarked, in the thirty-second abstract from
the gazettes, that Springporten, formerly a colonel
in the service of Sweden, has lately entered into
the service of Russia, with the rank of major-
general; that he is the man who best knowsforreconcile  him  to
